Dear Concerned Sikhs,

The nature of comments / discussion on the net over the Nanakshahi Calendar issue does not speak well of us, to say the least.  The press too does not make it easy for lay persons to understand the real issue.  A molehill has been made into a mountain! 

  

First of all, the Nanakshahi Calendar is not new; only it was linked to a lunar calendar.  The issue of the Nanakshahi Calendar is two-fold.  First, whether we want to link it to a solar calendar or not. 

  

-- If ‘No,’ then to show that we are so Sikh as to oppose a solar calendar, let us also observe our own birth, marriage, visa dates, etc., as per the lunar calendar, and apply to the concerned Offices to have these changed, every year. 

  

-- If ‘Yes,’ then arises the second issue -- the ‘issue of the dates of gurpurabs and historical events.’  And, undoubtedly, the issue of these dates is an issue to be handled by experts of History and Almanac.  As simple as that! 

  

The reform worked upon and struggled for adoption was simply to shift the ‘existing’ Nanakshahi Calendar from a lunar to a solar calendar, the latter being more accurate as it is based on calculations of latest studies.  And, like I said earlier, the issue of dates is an issue to be handled by the experts of History and Almanac.  Lay populace, like me, can leave the issue to them. 

  

Sardar Pal Singh Purewal is an expert of Almanac, and has repeatedly said that he is open to discussion.  Those who do not agree with the dates worked out by Sardar Pal Singh should seek audience with him, preferably collectively, through some responsible Body, in India or abroad.  It is important, indeed, that we strive for the correct dates and, more important, that we reach a consensus. 

  

The aim of the reform was to have the anniversaries of Gurus and Sikh historical events fall on same dates every year, just like our birth, wedding anniversaries do; and to popularize the dates of Sikh importance so as to make these easy to memorize for one and all -- just like even Sikh children know that the 25th of December is Jesus Christ’s birthday; but they know not the date(s) of birth of the Gurus. 

  

The Hindus use their lunar-linked jantri, to observe their religious festivals, and we have used the same till the Nanakshahi Calendar was shifted to a solar calendar.  And, by the way, what would we have done if the Hindus had shifted to a solar calendar before we did?!  The Government of India already has.  The Republic Day and the Independence Day of India fall on 26th of January and 15th of August, every year.  May be the Hindus will shift too one day. 

  

Nanak da vaasta, let us handle all our issues in a Sikh-like manner:  Without phikka bolna, and believing -- na ko bairee nahin begana.

                                   
***
