No Matter Miss Universe
Aishwarya Rai has added her husband’s surname (Bachchan) to her maiden surname (Rai).  She is Aishwarys Rai Bachchan post marriage.  Her mother’s surname does not figure in her name.  Neither does Abhishek’s mother’s (Jaya's) surname (Bahaduri) figure in his name.

 

Aishwarya and Abhishek’s children (sons as well as daughters) will carry father’s name (Bachchan).   Aishwarya’s maiden surname (Rai) will not figure in their names either.  Also note that the surnames ‘Rai’ & ‘Bahaduri’ are also of Aishwarya’s and Jaya’s fathers’, respectively; their mothers’ surnames figure not in their names.
 

Thus, even the style of retaining the maiden surname after marriage by women [I guess, as an expression of individuality/independent entity] will die with the woman.  And, not to forget, she is carrying her father’s surname, and not mother’s.

 

So, even women themselves do not carry mother’s name ever.  In spite of contributing more than 50% to the offspring even at the conception stage, a woman’s role simply does not find expression in her progeny’s life.  No matter what, no matter Miss Universe.

 

In the case of sons, it is understandable that the thought never crosses their mind that their mother’s role goes unrecognized; a son is content with his children carrying his name.  But it is amazing that even daughters never realize that their mother’s contribution has found no expression.  And neither realize that, later on, theirs too would not.

 

Such a situation arises out of the patriarchal nature of our social setup.  But a redress so as to express equality of the genders/mankind is not through the matriarchal setup either, since that would now be unfair to our better halves.

  

The nomenclature of ‘Kaur’ & ‘Singh’ endowed to us by the Guru addresses this issue perfectly.  These titles are rooted in the rich heritage of Sikhism, and their wings stretch out to Eternity - offering equality and immortality to one and all, irrespective of gender.*
United States – Surname Options 
In the United States, a person’s last name (surname) does not automatically change upon marriage, and neither party to the marriage is required to change his or her last name. The bride and groom need not take the same last name.

One or both parties to a marriage may elect to change the surname by which he or she wishes to be known after the marriage by entering the new name in the appropriate space provided on the marriage license. The new name must consist of one of the following options: the surname of the other spouse; any former surname of either spouse; a name combining into a single surname; all or a segment of the pre-marriage surname or any former surname of each spouse; a combination name separated by a hyphen, provided that each part of such combination surname is the pre-marriage surname, or any former surname, of each of the spouses. 
 
On the other hand, the usage of surname in the Indian tradition, apart from being indicative of gender inequality, promotes social hierarchy through the caste system, thereby generating complexes amongst all, either of superiority or of inferiority.  This tradition is to the advantage of none, especially not to those who desire to tread the path of Sikhism, which denounces the caste ideology.

Coming back to the issue, women generally give up their entire name in lieu of ‘Mrs so and so’ only too willingly, happily.  Even women, who retain their maiden (father’s) surname after marriage, yet try various ways of adding husband’s surname at the end or in the middle of their name – something that the husband never considers.  Moreover, as mentioned earlier, the woman’s maiden (father’s) surname does not pass on to her children.  Even if it did, then how many surnames our children and grandchildren shall carry?  And how?  
No ill feelings towards our better halves, whatsoever.  Just that sometimes people who have been prisoners for long, fall in love with their chains.

***

- Birendra Kaur
* What’s in a Surname?, On Sikh Identity, Singh Brothers, 2nd Ed, 2004, pp 61-66
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