Educationtc "Education"
A recent UNESCO report gave some grim statistics for India and placed the country close to the bottom in the list of nations in terms of eradicating illiteracy.  The 2008 Education for All Global Monitoring Report, which provided projections for 127 countries in terms of the goal to achieve universal literacy by 2015, put India among the 15 countries with low “Education For All” (EFA) Development Index.

In Elementary Education in India 2005-06 — An Analytical Report, researchers of NUEPA (National University of Educational Planning & Administration), Delhi, have also included a unique Education Development Index (EDI) which ranks 21 major states and Union territories according to elementary education provision. The variables assessed to compute EDI 2005-06 numbered 22, clustered under four groups, viz., access, infrastructure, teachers and learning outcomes.  According to EDI 2005-06, Kerala tops the list and Bihar is at the bottom, while Punjab is at number 9.

Punjab Poorer than the Poortc "Punjab Poorer than the Poor"
The education scenario in the Punjab is pitiable.  Thousands of schools lack teachers, classrooms, furniture or even drinking water.  The Punjab Government’s own figures point to a very dismal picture. Out of the total 12972 primary schools 4448 are short of classrooms, 8577 lack proper mats for students; 9760 schools require dual desks; 4444 primary schools are without power; 1727 are without drinking water; 3371 do not have toilets and 3891 schools have no boundary wall.
Enrollment in Schoolstc "Enrollment in Schools"
As per the annual report of the Union Ministry of HRD for 2004-05 only 71.21 per cent of the age group of 6 to 11 years was enrolled for primary education in Punjab, whereas poorer states like UP and Bihar enrolled 91.25 per cent and 72.52 percent.  A total of 36.52 lakh students are enrolled in the govt schools and 1.13 lakhs teachers are on their payrolls, with 30,000 posts of teachers still lying vacant.  The dropout rate in these schools varies from 30 to 40 percent by the time these students cross the middle class.  The other disturbing factor about govt schools is that there are 300 schools where the total strength of students is less than 50.  These schools are mainly located in the districts of Amritsar, Bathinda, Mansa and Muktsar.

Staff Statustc "Staff Status"
Although 30,000 posts of teachers are lying vacant out of which govt professes to fill 12,000 posts in this year, but the teachers already in service and on the payrolls of schools are also least motivated to teach in their schools.  On any given working day, 25% of the teachers are absent from the school duties and 50% out of those present do not prefer to teach on one pretext or the other.  Out of the standard 180 teaching days in an academic session, teachers are put on non-academic duties such as preparing voters’ lists, election duties, census data preparations, pulse polio programmes, taking students to political rallies and other odd jobs for 73 days on an average.  In some remote and border areas, some ingenious teachers with a political clout have engaged contractual teachers on a salary of Rupees 1000 to 2000 and sublet their teaching jobs on leasehold basis.  As per the latest figures published in The Indian Express, dated June 20, 2006, taken from the Education Department, Punjab, there are 84, 57, 54, 38, 36, 31, 23, 19 schools in the district of Ludhiana, Patiala, Muktsar, Ropar, Bhatinda, Moga, Faridkot and Fatehgarh Sahib, respectively, where there are no Principals to head these schools.

A sizeable number of serving teachers have been recruited on the basis of false degrees from the UGC blacklisted universities.  Despite the detection of their fake degrees by the state vigilance department and their indictment by the Honourable Punjab and Haryana High Court, the Punjab School Education Board is still shielding these tainted teachers and they are continuing in service.  The dubious way in which these teachers have been appointed during the last few years is an open secret.  Thus, from the point of appointment to the transfer of teachers, the whole process is vitiated.  This has resulted in scarcity of teachers in rural schools and surplus teachers in urban schools than the sanctioned posts with the active connivance of political and administrative vested interests.  Now with the passing of administrative control of primary and middle schools to the faction-ridden, semi-literate panchayats, the whole govt school system is likely to crumble and collapse totally.

School Resultstc "School Results"
The data on school results submitted by PHRO report in 2006 mentioned that the results of 79 senior secondary schools for 10th and 10+2 classes was 0%, of 219 similar schools was less than 10%, of 40 schools 10% for the last 10 years.  These results have emerged despite the mass scale copying in these examinations in majority of centres in Punjab schools.  A school system whose examination system and whose state school board has lost credibility in the eyes of the public and whose students are denied admission in colleges in some of the elite colleges of union territory and other states on one pretext or the other is doing an incalculable harm to the state of Punjab and its younger generation.

The findings of two studies conducted in Patiala Block III by the Nishkam Sikh Welfare Council (Regd.), New Delhi, were also shocking.  A carefully selected sample of 384 students in Class VI from rural and urban secondary schools revealed that only 2% boys and 4% girls passed in Mathematics and only 12% boys and 14% girls qualified in Punjabi.
In May 2001, the Punjab Elementary Education Board Project Committee, Patiala, working under the aegis of the Nishkam Sikh Welfare Council, held a District Scholarship Test for all such children who secured 70% or more marks in the SCERT in Class V Annual examination, 2001.  They had to select 20 students on merit basis for award of scholarships of the value of Rs.150/- per month for three years covering Classes VI to VIII.  The results were dismal, as students who had secured 70% or more marks in their annual examinations through government schools managed to secure, on an average, a mere 4.7% in Punjabi, 2.3% in Hindi, 5% in Mathematics, 8% in Social Science and 2-3% in General Knowledge.  

