Female Foeticidetc "II. Female Foeticide"
The sex ratio in the country had always remained unfavourable to females, which is shown in the Table below that presents the trend in sex ratio since 1901-2001. It has shown a long term declining trend. At the beginning of the twentieth century the number of females was 972 against 1000 males and thereafter showed continuous decline until 1941. In 1951 there was a marginal increase of one point, but thereafter it again dropped for two consecutive decades to reach 930 in 1971. In fact, during 1961-71, the country saw the sharpest decline of 11 points in the sex ratio. Thereafter, it has fluctuated marginally around 930 in successive censuses.

Sex Ratio India:  1901-2001

Census Year


Sex Ratio






(Females per 1000 Males)




1901



972



1911



964



1921



955



1931



950



1941



945



1951



946



1961



941



1971



930



1981



934



1991



927



2001



933


Source: Census of India, 2001, Provisional Population Totals, Series 1, India, Paper 1, 2001. 
Child Sex Ratio (0-6 Years)tc "Child Sex Ratio (0-6 Years)"
However, the results of 2001 census shocked the whole nation by reporting a sharp decline in the child sex ratio (0-6 Years). The sex ratio has declined by 18 points, i.e., from 945 in 1991 to 927 in 2001. The sharpest decline in the child sex ratio after independence has been observed during 1991-2001. Moreover, it is more prevalent in selected parts of India, relatively in prosperous states such as Punjab and Haryana. In Punjab, the child sex ratio had gone down by 82 points, i.e., from 875 in 1991 to 793 in 2001.

Child Sex ratio of North/North-west States - India: 2001

S.No.
State
Sex Ratio 
Sex Ratio 
Decrease 







(1991)
(2001)
in points


1
Punjab
875
793
-82


2
Haryana
879
820
-59



3
Himachal Pradesh
951
897
-54


4
Gujarat
928
878
-50



5
Chandigarh
899
845
-54


6
Delhi
915
865
-50


Source: Census of India, 2001, Provisional Population Totals, Series 1, India, Paper 1, 2001.

There are total sixteen districts in the country, of which ten are from Punjab, five from Haryana and one from Gujarat where child sex ratio has been recorded less than 800. The Table below highlights the bottom ten districts according to the child sex ratio in the age group 0-6 in census 2001. 

Bottom Ten Districts according to Sex ratio (0-6 age group) - India: 2001


S.No.
District
State
Sex Ratio

1


1
Fatehgarh Sahib
Punjab
754



2
Patiala
Punjab
770



3
Kurukshetra
Haryana
770



4
Gurdaspur
Punjab
775



5
Kapurthala
Punjab
775



6
Bathinda
Punjab
779



7
Mansa
Punjab
779



8
Amritsar
Punjab
783



9
Sonipat
Haryana
783



10
Ambala
Haryana
784


Source: Census of India, 2001, Provisional Population Totals, Chapter 6, Series 1, India, Paper 1, 2001.
Punjab, where the child sex ratio is lowest in the country, shares large variations at the district level in the state. Fatehgarh Sahib and Patiala, two districts of the Malwa region (a feudal region with late agricultural development); Gurdaspur of Majha region (bordering Pakistan) and Kapurthala of Doaba region (economically prosperous) share the lowest child sex ratio in the state as well in the country. These districts had the highest decline of more than 100 points during 1991-2001. 

Furthermore, the shocking results have been recorded when analysis was made among various religious groups, as religion is one of the oldest socio-cultural characteristics associated with mankind and civilization. It exerts a great influence on people’s values and attitudes. It has recorded that the Sikh population has the lowest child sex ratio of 786 preceded by Jains of 870 at the national level (census 2001). Christians have reported child sex ratio of 964 followed by Muslims at 950 and Buddhists at 942.  Hindus have reported a child sex ratio of 925, which is slightly lower than the national average of 927 for the total population. Persons professing ‘Other Religions and Persuasions’ have recorded the highest child sex ratio of 976 at the national level.

District-wise Child Sex ratio (0-6 years) in Punjab - India: 1991 & 2001

District/state 

Sex Ratio
Variations in sex ratio





1991

2001




Punjab

875

793

-82



Moga

867

819

-48



Ferozpur
887

819

-68



Ludhiana
877

814

-63



Nawanshahr
900

810

-90



Hoshiarpur
884

810

-74



Mukatsar
858

807

-51



Faridkot
865

805

-60



Jalandhar
886

797

-89



Roopnagar
884

791

-93



Sangrur
873

784

-89



Amritsar
861

783

-78



Mansa

873

779

-94



Bathinda
860

779

-81



Kapurthala
879

775

-104



Gurdaspur
878

775

-103



Patiala

871

770

-101



Fatehgarh Sahib874

754

-120


Source: Census of India, 2001, Provisional Population Totals, Chapter 6, Series 1, India, Paper 1, 2001.
tc ""
Sex Selective Abortionstc "Sex Selective Abortions"
It is estimated that since the ultrasound machines has been introduced in India, one out of five foetuses with an estimation of ten million females have been aborted.  According to a study conducted by the Lancet, a premier British Medical Journal, sex selection claims up to 5,00,000 female foetuses in India every year.

According to the UN Population Fund report for the year 2000, female infanticide has also increased dramatically over the past decade and infant mortality rates are 40 percent higher for girl babies than boys. 
***

