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According to I.M. Soni, for masculinity, it is the man behind the beard that matters. Likewise, it is the man behind the pen that matters when it comes to writing. When a man like I.M. Soni is behind the pen, one gets articles like “Beard Tickles Vanity” to read. Let us ponder on his comments :


“... those who conceal their chin or cheek reveal their psyche.” Well, the condition of beardlessness in men is due to some physiological disorder. Therefore, those who cause their chin or cheek to be revealed throughout life by shaving can only be said to be suffering from some psychological disorder. Thus, it is the revealing of the chin or cheeks, and not concealing, that ‘reveals the psyche’.


If Shakespeare is prejudiced because he himself was bearded, is the author of this article not ‘prejudiced’ ?


Why is fond caring of beards by kings, warriors, philosophers, painters, writers, nobles and rouges been compared with the fondness with which women grow their crowning glory ? Do men not fondly oil, part, perfume, starch, dust, curl their hair ? If hair is taken so good care of by all, why should not a similar growth, and that too in continuation with it, be cared for in a similar manner ?


Nobody has ever heard the beard say, ‘I protest’ to the increasing dominance of the fair sex. If by growing a beard, man is ‘bearding the lioness’, then it implies that by shaving he is offering her equality, love and care. If this be so, why an overwhelming majority of women of our Nation is suffering abuse, rape, torture, and even death every other minute, when 99% of the male population shaves ? No wonder shaven men are barefaced — not just literally, but figuratively as well ‘as per one of the dictionary meanings of the word’. Barefaced means ‘impudent’.


No wonder, the immortals who wrote, composed or painted supported beards, as they had better things to do than ‘the rituals of the razor’. Whereas, the mortals who have nothing to create or offer, occupy themselves with futile rituals. People who imitate the immortals atleast convey their appreciation of great men.


In the absence of any data, the comments ad nauseum on the psychology of women who like bearded men can be considered authentic only if the author was a woman himself (or herself ?).

God has given us one face, and we make ourselves another. Jefferson’s words aptly describe the ‘psyche’ of the author :

Resort is had to ridicule 

Only when reason is against us.
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Do those keeping a beard think it enchances their masculine appeal ? Or does it mask their real personality ? Anyway, those who conceal their chin or cheek reveal their psyche.

Since Adam, the beard has been held in high esteem as a mark of full manhood. The lad and the eunuch are beardless. Beatrice in Much Ado About Nothing says, “He that hath no beard is less than man, and he that is less than a man; I am not for him.” To my mind, this is somewhat prejudiced because Shakespeare himself was bearded. Those who correlate the beard with masculinity overlook that it is not the beard but the man behind the beard that matters.

No wonder, kings, warriors, philosophers, painters, writers, nobles and rogues have fondly grown beards. They grew it as fondly as did women their tossable tresses. They curled and oiled their beards. Some parted them in the middle as women part their crowning glory. They are known to have spent hours perfuming, starching and dusting the beard with perfumed powder. Some used irons and quills to curl them.

A luxurious face-growth was regarded as a mark of integrity as well as masculinity. There was a time when man’s virility was judged from the length, thickness and curliness of his beard.

Beard has also been associated with valour. It was considered a privilege of the soldier. Alexander once ordered his soldiers to shave off their beards fearing his enemy would seize them by their beards. Army officers seldom keep beards but naval officers do support them.

The modern man has his own reasons for growing it. The primary one is to be traced to one of the dictionary meanings of the word. Beard means ‘to oppose’. The modern man, by growing a beard, is registering his opposition to the increasing dominance of the fair sex. He realises that the father-figure is getting reduced to a figure head. “I protest,” his beard seems to shriek.

He knows that the woman who claims she can do everything man can, cannot grow a beard ! The beard is the ultimate weapon in man’s armoury for use in the battle of sexes. By growing a beard, he is ‘bearding the lioness’.

It lends a touch of casualness and eccentricity to creative people. But many latter day writers and ‘intellectuals’ support funny-looking growths on the chin or cheek in imitation of immortals as if the latter wrote, composed or painted with their beards !

The razor-and-lotion culture gained currency in the 18th century when French stage actors began appearing clean-shaved. The modern ‘gentleman’ does not like to be seen with tuft of hair growing on his chin and cheek unless he is sick, mourning or posing for an ad.

Some men, in a fit of fondness, grow beards but soon get tired. They are really not interested. They do it because they want others to talk about it. Once the comments or compliments dry up, they revert to the rituals of the razor.

Albert Allies has observed : “Men who want to be different but do not know how exactly or why, find an easy way out by growing beards. Some want to hide chins, others their skin blemishes. Some really believe that a beard adds to their masculine appeal.”

He further maintains that the exhibitionist female likes a bearded man because she wants to be one up with her traditionalist sisters. That is why she makes her man shave off after he is hooked in her matrimonial trap.

Some women, like men to grow beards because they like to struggle through ‘dense bushes’ before reaching the ‘picnic spot’ ! This adds to their sense of conquest and fulfilment. Because of the struggle, they become involved and passionate.

There is a difference in the attitude of mother and wife to a man’s beard. The wife likes it because it tickles her and her husband’s vanity. The mother dislikes it because it makes the son look grown-up. No mother wants the son to grow up into a man enough to belong to his wife !
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