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Dasam Granth Controversy*



In compliance with the directive issued by Sri Akal Takht Sahib in 2002, the Institute has refrained from expressing any views on Dasam Granth, one way or the other. The directive followed the decision taken in a meeting of eminent Sikhs convened by the jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, to the effect that nobody should issue any statement in the press attacking any part of the Granth. The meeting also took notice of the fact that some scholars had reservations on some parts of the Granth, so that an in-depth study was required. For this reason, the SGPC was simultaneously directed to set up a committee of scholars to carefully study its contents. It was envisaged that opinions on the subject would be addressed to this committee, and that criticism in the press would be strictly avoided, since it could vitiate the atmosphere.

With the above decision, we believe that the Jathedar Sahib had done his duty. The ball was squarely in the court of the SGPC. Unfortunately, no committee has been appointed even after a lapse of more than a year. Attacks on Dasam Granth from unscrupulous elements have continued and even intensified, in violation of the Akal Takht directive. The attacks, as expected, attracted counter-attacks, so that the controversy assumed an ugly form leading to a spate of articles questioning the validity of even some banis prescribed for nitnem as well as the amrit ceremony in the Panth-approved Rahit Maryada.

No notice was taken of this situation until a stage was reached which culminated in the ex-communication of Kala Afghana, the most virulent critic of the Dasam Granth. The criticism, however, continues, and is not likely to cease. The critics have now turned their guns on the jathedar(s), and the manner in which decisions are taken at Sri Akal Takht Sahib. More heads may roll and the problem/controversy over Dasam Granth will still remain unsolved, ripping the Panth into a sharply divided community, jeopardising its future.

The situation demands serious thought and far-sightedness. Some questions have been raised over authenticity of the Dasam Granth. These questions have to be answered academically. Emotional outbursts alone will do more harm than good.

We have been suggesting all along that a high power committee of scholars of Sikhism should be set up to look into the questions raised. Sri Akal Takht Sahib endorsed this suggestion, when the Jathedar Sahib directed the SGPC President to set up such a committee last year. Action on the directive is overdue and should not be delayed further. Once such a committee comes into existence, ban on statements and counter-statements in the press can be enforced with greater justification.

Based on the extant manuscripts, the anthology includes the following major chapters/sections:

Jaap Sahib 


Akal Ustat

Bachittar Natak

Chandi Charitra (I)

Chandi Charitra (II)

Var Durga Ki

Chowbis Avtar

Gian Prabodh

Charitropakhyan
While authenticity of Jaap Sahib is accepted by all, some scholars believe that the last few stanzas of the Akal Ustat are a later interpolation. Doubts have been raised on the authorship of most other chapters. The SGPC, in a letter issued by its Secretary long back, is reported to have disowned the Charitropakhyan as the Guru’s bani. Yet the Benati Chaopai which is included in the Rehras and the set of banis prescribed for the Amrit ceremony, is taken from Charitropakhyan, which, therefore, demands a fresh look. Similarly, the Ardas begins with a stanza from Var Durga Ki.

In this situation, it seems necessary to examine in depth the contents of the above chapters at the highest academic level, by panels of competent scholars working under the direction of the high power committee to be set up by the SGPC. A cell will have to be created within its secretariat to coordinate the work and to provide the facilities required with sufficient funds at its disposal.

The study will take a few years to yield acceptable results. In the meantime, a ban on press statements on the subject should be strictly enforced. Any opinions on the subject or any relevant material should be forwarded to the SGPC for consideration by the Committee or the panels concerned.

The final report should be considered by the SGPC and published to
solicit public opinion, and for later adoption by the Panth in a representative gathering.

A lot of patience will be required for successful completion of this exercise. Dasam Granth is a serious issue and cannot be settled overnight. Scholars are sharply divided. On each side, they are in respectable company. Complete faith in the Tenth Lord is, however, abundantly shared on both sides. That provides the meeting point. Both sides want to find the truth. That is possible only if they are prepared to listen to the opposite side dispassionately. Let the discussions continue for as long as necessary. We are sure an agreed view acceptable to all will emerge, as happened in the case of the Rahit Maryada adopted by the Panth.

We appeal to the SGPC once more to initiate the process by setting up a committee of scholars. We appeal to the scholars to avoid quarrelling in the press, and to sit together for a purposeful discussion with an open mind. The Guru is sure to guide us and to lead the Panth to the correct conclusion.
