history beckons ustc "history beckons us"
Stocktakingtc "Stocktaking"
We take immense pride in the Sikh history, especially of the Guru-period. But one has to do one’s own growing up, no matter how tall one’s grandfather was. Every act of our generation will form history for future generations. Let us ensure that the period entrusted to us also goes down in history in golden words.

The present picture is rather grim; we are still grappling with the basic question, ‘Who is a Sikh ?’. Seating arrangement for langar becomes an issue and attains monstrous proportions. We stand divided on many issues, such as Sikh Personal Law, Gurdwara Legislation, Nanakshahi calendar, etc.

The Gurus made us responsible to uproot injustice, be it anywhere; but here are we, fighting amongst ourselves over trivial issues. Gradual drift away from the path of Sikhi has made us egoistic, power-hungry, and so on. Unless we inculcate the spirit of Sikhi, we are doomed.

Setting our own house in order is of foremost importance at this juncture of time. Events of the last decade or so need to be critically reviewed, not with a view to criticising, but to analyse these once again in the light of their outcome. Placing and projecting them in their right perspective may prove of assistance to us and future generations to see vividly the path the Panth is to follow.

Between linestc "Between lines"
The percentage of gazetted posts occupied by the Brahmins has risen from 3% in 1935 to 70% in 1981 even though the percentage of their population has remained virtually unchanged, i.e., 3% in 1935 and 3.5 % in 1981. But not even once did we hear/read that the pre-eminence of Brahmins was the Centre’s agenda. On the contrary, what is propagated is reservations for STs/SCs, and so on. The Sikhs’ induction into the armed forces came down from 20% in 1984 to less than 2% in 1999, under the pretext of State quota. Thus, what is being planned and implemented is different from what is put into words.

Terminologiestc "Terminologies"
Apart from being unable to read between the lines, we also fail to express our demands diplomatically. For example, the community from whom the demands spelled out in the Anandpur Sahib Resolution are sought, is commented upon as ‘the brute majority’ and its religion as ‘the saltish sea waters of incoherent Hinduism’ in the Resolution itself. The name of the Resolution too, no matter how appealing its contents might be for every Indian, tends to isolate Sikhs from the rest of Indians at the very outset. And ‘pre-eminence of Khalsa’ as political goal puts non-Sikhs on the defensive right away. If we condemn the present dominance by the Hindu majority, how can we defend a similar dominance by Sikhs ? Thus, we make the government’s job of presenting us as secessionists all too smooth. Calling the Resolution by some other name, such as ‘Federal Structure for India’ or ‘Autonomy of States’, would have made it more appealing to the whole population, who would have been drawn to it. And, it would have taken the government to task for its effort to mislead the people of India or other nations about Sikhs being separatists.

The demand for State autonomy need not be clubbed with the basic postulates, purposes, and political goals of the Shiromani Akali Dal. It should be prepared keeping all States in mind, so as to elicit their support for its implementation. For example, the word ‘religion’ should be used instead of Sikhism, ‘minority’ instead of Sikhs, ‘natural resources’ instead of river waters, ‘State language’ instead of Punjabi, etc., and the departments to be with States/Centre should be defined, explaining how such a move would improve the condition of the people and the nation at large as compared to the present set-up.

Mention of religious, economic, cultural, and social demands made in the resolutions passed in 1978 at Ludhiana in the light of the Anandpur Sahib Resolution, such as, broadcasting of Gurbani, six sugar mills, four textile mills, eradication of unemployment, improved per capita income, increased economic growth rate, abolition of excise duty on tractors, ban on sale of liquor and other intoxicants, status of Punjabi language, etc., is not necessary, since these go with state autonomy.

Responsibility for Unitytc "Responsibility for Unity"
A section of Sikhs has linked the rectification of the Nanakshahi calendar to the issue of Hindu-Sikh unity. A calendar is simply a system of measuring and recording the passage of time. No calendar can alter the path of moon or earth, or the speed with which they travel. The moon, the sun and the stars are rotating as per Almighty’s Will and shall continue doing so.

Are Sikhs solely responsible for the Hindu-Sikh unity ? The following aspects need to be considered :


The reasons for Sikhs not agreeing to sign the Constitution were not given any thought.


Sikhs were/are not consulted prior to amendments in the Constitution having a direct bearing on their way of life.


The attack on the Golden Temple was not condemned.


Looting and massacre of innocent Sikhs in November, 1984 was not stopped for many days.


Punjabi was not owned as mother-tongue by all in Punjab.


SYL canal is not seen as detrimental to the interests of all Punjabis.


No action is being taken to release innocent Sikh youths languishing in jails without trial.


Culprits of 1984 massacre of Sikhs are still at large.

When Sikhs get unjust treatment at the religious, political and economic level, there is no danger to Hindu-Sikh unity, but if Sikhs want to reform the Nanakshahi calendar from lunar to solar, which even the government of India has done, then Hindu-Sikh unity gets threatened. There is no change in Ramnavmi, Shivratri, Dusehra, etc., yet we are worried that Hindu sentiment may get hurt. If Brahmins amend the Bikrami calendar, will we alter the dates of Gurpurabs ? Is it that Hindu-Sikh unity can be maintained only if Sikhs keep following blindly ?

Linking of the calendar reforms to the unity of the Panth is highly regrettable. Just as calling a rose by any other name does not alter its looks or fragrance, similarly, no matter according to which calendar we celebrate Gurus’ birthdays, neither the auspicious days nor the Gurus’ message for humanity will change.

If we are all Guru Nanak’s Sikhs, the question of splitting of the Panth should not arise. If there is any such danger, it can only mean that we are still entangled in the web of Brahminism. Guru Sahib rid us of superstitious designed by Brahmins. He supplanted irrationality with rationality and taught us to think for ourselves, when, instead of to the rising sun, he started throwing water in the opposite direction towards his fields; when he questioned that if a bull supports the earth, then what supports the bull; and so on.

The ‘Bluestar’ Ghallugharatc "The ‘Bluestar’ Ghallughara"
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale was a sincere and charismatic leader, who had the ability to mobilise the masses. There is no doubt that the government under Indira Gandhi was dead set on attacking Darbar Sahib and ‘teach the Sikhs a lesson’. Without compunction, the Indian Army blew the Akal Takht building to rubble, damaged the Golden Temple, burned the Sikh Reference Library to ashes, and murdered thousands of innocent pilgrims including women and children within the Complex. Such a dastardly and shameful act is utterly indefensible. The only, flimsy excuse the Government could find was that the Takht harboured terrorists, since Sant Bhindranwale had shifted his residence there, and that the attack was unavoidable in the interest of national integrity. We have to see whether in such an eventuality in the future, this excuse should be provided. Bare chests of Sikhs at the entrance would have exposed the motive of the attackers. In the eighteenth century, Baba Gurbax Singh and 30 others fought Ahmed Shah Abdali till the last man before Abdali could enter Darbar Sahib.

Satwant Singh and Beant Singh put an end to the evil designs of the then Prime Minister. Their act is comparable to that of Udham Singh and Bhagat Singh, the celebrated Indian martyrs. Thousands of innocent Sikhs were again killed following the assassination of Indira Gandhi, but the Hindu Rashtra cannot justify it in any manner; its high-handedness lies exposed to the entire world.

Sanctity of Akal Takhttc "Sanctity of Akal Takht"
The recent developments involving Akal Takht are most unfortunate, to say the least, and bring no credit to the community. Even a cursory look at the chain of events makes it clear that more than interests of the Panth, ulterior considerations determined the appointments of jathedars, some of the decisions they made, and their eventual removal. The lesson is also clear : procedures for appointment of jathedars and directives from Akal Takht must be streamlined. Also, jathedars’ qualifications, tenure and service conditions should be clearly laid down.

Conclusiontc "Conclusion"
Let us view critically once again the events of the recent past and their implications, and place and project them in their proper perspective so as to provide guidelines for the future.

And, rising above loyalties to persons or political factions, let us owe allegiance to the common cause of Panthic welfare. Unless we come to a common platform in the larger interests of the Panth, we, as a generation, are sure to blacken the pages of history.

The golden history of Sikhs of yore beckons us. Let us catch its spirit.
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