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Operation Bluestar executed by the Congress (Indira) Government is a Black Blotch on the history of mankind. The Government, however, considered it an achievement and handed out gallantry awards to the officers who carried it out.

One can understand that Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and his men were made out to be anti-national and a threat to national integrity, but how could the army personnel on duty be convinced that the innocent people paying obeisance at the Golden Temple were also anti-national ? Why were they tortured and/or eliminated in so brutal a manner ? Does not the Constitution of India give the right to life to every citizen ?

One can understand poor people being lured into mob violence by scheming politicians, but there is no explanation for the conduct of well-trained army officers firing at unarmed devotees. Those in charge of the Operation boast of their soldiers obeying the orders to the letter. Did the Government order the massacre of innocent Sikhs ?

The Government presented a helpless state of affairs at the time and justified the attack on the Golden Temple. One may ask :


Why was this day, the martyrdom day of Guru Arjun Dev, chosen for the brutal attack, when the events that led to it had been taking place over the previous many months ?


The excuse enacted for the urgency was that Bhindranwale had planned an en masse massacre of Hindus. Why was no proof presented for the same ? It may be mentioned here that even when Sikhs were being slaughtered all over India in 1984, no Sikh in Punjab had retaliated against any Hindu.


Why was it so necessary to prevent internecine fighting between Akalis in the hostel complex and Bhindranwale group in the Akal Takht ? If it was sought to be prevented to save innocent lives, then why were most of the people in the hostels either killed or suffocated to death in small rooms when they were merely there to mark the martyrdom day of Guru Arjun Dev ?


When the only foreign weapons listed in the Government’s White Paper are “fifty-seven 7.62 mm Chinese rifles”, then from where did the “Chinese-made AK-47 gas-operated assault rifles capable of firing 600 rounds a minute at a range of 300 metres; the Chinese-made RPG-7 anti-tank grenade launchers capable of penetrating armour up to a thickness of 320 mm; the German G-2 automatic rifles generally used by NATO countries; Israeli-manufactured bullet-proof vests; anti-tank weapons of Pakistani origin” come from as mentioned in the Congress Party’s pamphlet Conspiracy Exposed published later ? Was the Congress Party better informed than the Government ?


General Dyer fired at a political rally in the interest of the country (Britain) he served. This incident was condemned as an inhuman massacre worldwide, including by the Congress Party. And he was punished by his own government for this brutality. But in ‘free’ India, at a distance of only a few yards from the same Jallianwala Bagh, the massacre of innocent people won laurels and gallantry awards from the government of the same Congress Party.

The Government’s stated aim for Operation Bluestar was to arrest Bhindranwale and his men, without any damage to the Golden Temple complex and harassment to innocent people. But the achievements were that Bhindranwale and his men could not be arrested, thousands of innocent lives were lost, Akal Takht was razed to the ground and precious records of the Sikh Reference Library were destroyed. And still the Government claimed the Operation to be a success. In reality it would seem that these were the very objectives to be achieved—that is why the gallantry awards. Had the Government felt any remorse over the happenings, there would have been some heart-felt words admitting the irreparable loss to the community. And had the officers felt any remorse, they could have refused the awards presented to them. And as for the then President Zail Singh, no need to comment as he blackened his own face anyway. 

The same result could have been achieved by using stun bombs and other such weapons. But the Government wanted to show to the world that it was sensitive to the general public and that its only aim was preservation of national integrity. Had this been the case, all journalists, including Mark Tully and Satish Jacob from BBC, need not have been transported out of Punjab.

From the overall happenings it appears that the Government’s aim was to terrorise, demoralise, and insult every Sikh. Surely, other options were available, but an army operation was chosen and rehearsed for several months in a model of the Golden Temple constructed at Chakrata. The supremacy of Akal Takht is not in the building; it is in the concept of miri-piri. It can never be destroyed. But why this bias against a minority community ? The overwhelming contribution of Sikhs to India’s independence seems to have been conveniently forgotten. They were lured by many promises to remain with India. Now, however, they are all painted as terrorists, and humiliated and eliminated at will, individually or en masse.

Innumerable Sikh citizens have brought honour to the country. Sikhs like Lt Gens J S Aurora, Kalwant Singh and Harbakhsh Singh, Air Marshal Arjun Singh, Maj Gen Shahbeg Singh, to name a few, earned laurels for the country. Dr Manmohan Singh, Bhagat Puran Singh, Khushwant Singh, Justice R S Narula, Milkha Singh, Ajit Pal Singh, and many others contributed largely in their respective fields. Yet all Sikhs are lumped together and discriminated against as a community. This was openly exhibited during the Asian games in 1982, when even national heroes like Lt Gen Aurora and Air Marshal Arjan Singh were not spared the humiliation of being searched by the Haryana police as suspected troublemakers. When Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated by a Brahmin and Rajiv Gandhi by a Dravidian, there was no outbreak of violence against the Brahmins and the Dravidians as a community. Why was the assassination of Indira Gandhi avenged by the cold-blooded murder of thousands of innocent unarmed Sikhs — men, women, and children ?

The damage has been done by selfish politicians, whose only concern is power and the vote-bank. A few lives lost here and there do not matter much to them. They have strained the relations between Hindus and Sikhs, who otherwise live in harmony. In order to enhance understanding between the communities :


Let us acknowledge and place on record our thanks to those Hindu brethren who helped save their Sikh neighbours at great risks, following the assassination of Indira Gandhi which was an aftermath of Operation Bluestar. And express our heart-felt gratitude to persons who spoke out against the atrocities on Sikhs. And honour the Army Officer, who advised against or refused to lead his men in the attack on the Golden Temple.


Let us never ask any person or government to say ‘sorry’. So far none has done it. Only heart-felt words followed by action can genuinely provide the healing touch. 


Let us communicate with other States with similar demands of genuine autonomy and put up a joint case. It is time to completely renovate our political system. It is clear that the Indian State comprising of many cultures and creeds needs a more equitable form of government so that national integration may truly be achieved. Let us redefine India as ‘United States of India’.


Let us contemplate on the present scenario and set a goal to achieve in the future. And review how far we have progressed on the desired path, annually. 



Let the Sikh community try for global recognition as a state within a state dedicated to the universalism preached by the Gurus.

Sikhs’ fear of elimination and/or absorption into Hinduism is genuine, but probably Brahminism too is fearing a threat from other religions — and that is why all their wrath towards Sikhs, Christians, and Muslims; and their offering allurements to the untouchables and lower castes, because this is the section that is most likely to leave Hinduism. Unfortunately, they forget that Guru Nanak’s message is for all humanity. Had it not been so, Guru Tegh Bahadur would not have offered to sacrifice for their freedom to religion. How soon that sacrifice has been forgotten, and that too by a Brahmin family !
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