Why Homosexual Couples Seek Reassurance of Marriage Rights in European & American States
There are some US states and several countries in the world that recognize same-sex marriage. Canada views marriage as a way to publicly recognize a committed relationship between two adults. In some countries, homosexuals can register their relationships as domestic partners.
Although registered partnerships give same-sex couples most of the benefits and protections of civil marriage, the couples are not legally married. They have the right to make medical calls, but they are not sure if everyone would recognize that piece of paper. Further, it costs them much more, up to $1,000- 1,500/-, to do their wills and have health proxies. Even wills and health proxies, they fear, can evaporate into thin air without the security of marriage.

Same-sex couples say legalizing gay marriages is a possibility that is both a practical and a civil rights issue. There is the symbolism of marriage and there are the benefits of marriage – the ability to file joint statements, make medical decisions for their loved ones, inheritance rights, among others. Marriage would ensure that they can make medical decisions for one another, and have inheritance rights. 

Then there is the emotional angle to it – the fear that people will shun them from the partner they have lived for years, and want to live with, and who relies on them for emotional support/sustenance. "We as gay people also want to live until ‘death do us part.’ It is very painful to realize that someone could get in between us, because we are gay." "Our lives together are as fundamental as any heterosexual couple, but we feel that danger of losing things that we have worked for together. Who knows who is going first and what part of the family is going to say what?"
***
